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Mainstreaming Sustainability:

From Rhetoric to Action
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Climate Change: predicted effects

Hotter drier summers

Wetter warmer winters

Extreme events more likely



Mitigation: reduce emissions

Adaptation: design differently

but don’t forget the delight…

and exploit the overlap

Twin Challenges� Opportunities



Energy White Paper

60% reduction in CO emissions by 2050

2002 2007



Revised Building Regulations 2006



Energy Performance Certificates

Image: Arup



Government Initiatives: Carbon as the currency of the future 2006

Act now 

To avoid catastrophic climate change

To limit costs

Address market failure by:

Taxation

Carbon trading

Regulation

“Climate change is the greatest market failure the world has ever seen”



A Greener Future…



Come and join the Party



Set an overarching framework

Evaluate and signpost appropriate tools and targets

Identify knowledge gaps

Lead by example

Campaign – RIBA Trust.

RIBA Strategy



Contraction and Convergence: a fair share for all

adopted by RIBA October 2006
for more information see Global Commons Institute: www.gci.org.uk



1: Climate Change Briefing

2: Low-Carbon Performance Standards 

3: Low Carbon Design Tools

4: Principles of Low Carbon Design and Refurbishment

5: Low Carbon Skills and Training

Climate Change: Tools for the Profession
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Energy

Leading by example: Improving our own behaviour

Water

Transport

Supplies and Waste

Measure

Analyse

Improve



Raising awareness

Promoting a Common Currency of Carbon

Awards

Lectures and events

Lobbying Government, public and private organisations.

Publications



Sharing the Carbon Challenge

Food

Services

Waste & Consumer Items

Infrastructure (shared)

Infrastruture (housing)

Transport

Energy

Water

60% reduction80% reduction

Source: Bioregional + Stockholm Institute + WWF 2003



Rogue emissions: IT and catering

Source: Usable Buildings Trust 
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Food madness

1250 lbs of prime beef = 283 US gallons of oil
Source: National Geographic December 2004



Water use

UK Average 154 lit/ person/ day

Code 1 120

Code 3 105

Code 6 80 aprox 30% provided from non-potable sources

Rainwater harvesting

Grey water recycling



Rainwater harvesting

2-300 lit

500-1,000 lit



Rainwater harvesting

3,000 lit upwards



Grey water recycling Ecoplay system

Keeps water ‘young’ -24 hr flush if not used

Not dependent on rainfall

Standalone component

No maintenance

Visible

No behaviour change.

WC

Shower, bath

Food prep/ 
drinking

Washing machine

Dishwasher

Garden/other



Behaviour change the elephant in the bathroom?

Making bathroom dreams come true….  520 lit



Waste

106,000 cans

…used every 30 seconds in the USA

…every 100 seconds in the UK
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