Cut Carbon, Cut Cosis
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“Ever dince reducing coarbon dioxide emissions became an
mippardtive, bulldings have becarme the Mo | priorty, with a

huge political emphasis on moking new buildings sustainable,"”

[ =red = Lhiel exaculive of The Saul k ol a2yl re
Aircem "But the mojer impact or
confribution of existing buildings has tended o be averlooked

madness when a typical 2006 office bullding 15 40 % mora
efficient than one built in 2002, and the mojority of existing
buildings will be used for yeors to come.”
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Derek’s arganisation, SECBE, & o specialist sirotegic business

Rt riarsnip wilh e South BEast Englond Development Agency
(SEEDAY, with the sola infent of driving innovotion and positive
change in bullding peolicy and corporate behaviowr, including
promoling best prochice in refurbeshing builcings 1o moke tham
sustainabile,

Frean Up

Densk says that the business cose for developers ond landlonds
o ‘green the olfica’ is overanhalming. "If you focus on reducing
energy and water use and limifing or recycling waste, you
moke significont cost savings, Culfing water use, for exomple
culs costs and carbon amissions o0, Decouse |ess Woler
equais less waler ireatrment ffransport which s carben infensive
You con also reduce cost and carbon by making the
canstruction process even more afficlant; although Improving,
it is still responsible for 32 % of all londfill, Demanding zero
cansiruction wasle reduces bulld costs and anvironmentcd
Impact. And, in a world where the green expectation is
growing, it maokes you a good conporale cilizen oo,

But the imperative s coming quicker than we think as reguiotion
marchas an. With growing pressure on the public sector 1o
lead the way, programmes like the High Performing Property
Programime are very halpiul - looking al how 1o optimise worker
use of reducing floor space a5 waell a8 signing foudgher facllities
monagement contracts fo deve up operational efficiency,

In Otatsar this yeoe tha Display Energy Cerfificaote scheme
becomes mandatory, so that all public bullkdings from Number
10 Downing Straet to the local Borary hove fo be certified for
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their anengy efficiency. The same is likely for ol privately owned
bulldings.

Even acrliar than that, from Apdl &th this year, Enargy
Performance Certificates have 1o be provided for all new builds
ond far any buikding to be sold or let over 10,000 squore
medres. From this July, any building over 2,500 squane mefres
built, sold or leased comes under the reguiotion. And from
Cclobed every building will require on Energy Performance
Cestificate,

Megabucks

Making the exsting building stock sustainable iz not necessarily
expensive, ds o recent report by leading global constnuction
consultants Cyril Swaett for the Royal Institute of Charterad
Surveyors shows, Just painting walls 2 light colowr could reduce
enargy use from Bghting by up te 10 % while the genenal LUse
of energy efficient lighting could double that, Instaling double
ghazing to improve thermal petormances alse makes

d big differance and wing flow reguated taps can reduce
waber consumplion. The bigger the refurbishment, the bigger
the scope lor savings dand, 1o enGourage Sompanias 1o go

cis far os they can, the RICS has called on fhe Government

to introcluce incentives such as a VAT rate of 5% rather than
17.5 % on redevelopmeant schames. Egualy, the report angues
fior the plonning and buikding regulations to help rather than
hinder' sustainctile refurbishment.

Improving the specialist skills required and cormying out more
resaorch info enesgy eficient buildings are also part of fhe RICS
call. Both are aregs where SECEBE is active. Derek ond his team
cire planning 10 reseanch and asfatiish best princiniaes of ‘eco
engineering'; by shudying fer-yeor-oid examples of four fypes
of cormmercial buldings - o hotel, retail outlet, leisure ond
Indusirial facilifies - they will demonstrote how the opfirmal
enargy savings, woter reduction and materol use can be
cichieved, The oim & 1o creale best proclice examples for use
In moch sector and SECBE is at present looking for partnes
companies with eligible properties.

Iif you would like to know more about this programme or would

ke Information on low carbon refurbishment, contdc! Derak
Reas af SECBE on 0118 920 7207 or visit seche . org.uk
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